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Our mission: 

Prevent Accidents

Reduce Injuries

Save Lives 
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Potential Sources of Information 

Interviews

AME Records

Other Medical Records

Toxicological Tests

Autopsies

Physical Evidence

Cell Phone Records

Hotel Records

72-Hour History
Other Sources



NTSB Fast Facts 

1900

400

6

accidents/crashes investigated in 2018

employees at NTSB

Rank in Best Places to Work in Federal Gov’t
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• Prescribed 13 medications 

Many likely not impairing

• Toxicology: 5 likely impairing medications

Three prescription

Cyclobenzaprine, diazepam, oxycodone 

Two over-the-counter

Dextromethorphan, diphenhydramine

Pilot’s Medications



These air tour operations … 

SECOND

require this. 

FAA Medical Certificate 



But, for commercial air tour balloon operations…



• Require medical certificates for commercial 

balloon operators

• Better surveillance and oversight for 

commercial balloon operators

NTSB recommendations to FAA: 
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